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Report of the Directors of the twenty-fourth General Meeting of the 
Missionary Society or Lonpon, May 14, 1818. 


(Continued from our last.) 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Directors will next present to the Society a compendious 
view of the numerous missions which have been established in 
South Africa, among a race of people more generally despised 
than any other on the face of the globe, but among whom the so- 
vereign Lard of all nations has been pleased to gather into his fold 
a goodly number of his sheep; and to manifest the riches and 
power of his grace, in raising more than a few from the lowest state 
of civil and moral degradation, to the dignity and privileges of the 
children of God, 

CAPE TOWN. 

Mr. Thom, who resides in the metropolis of the colony, perse- 
veres in his various labours in the cause of religion, both among 
the colonists and the slaves, of the latter of whom there are mul- 
titudes disposed to hear the gospel, Mr. Thom takes a lively in- 
terest in the African missions at large, and is enabled, by his resi- 
dence at the seat of government, to render important services to 
the cause. But his labours are not restricted to the town ; he has 
again made a tour of about 1800 miles, in which he visited 
the stations of Mr. Seidenfaden and Mr. Pacalt, and had an op- 
portunity of preaching in Dutch to thousands of colonists, Hotten- 
tots, and slaves. We doubt not that his labours have been blessed 
to the conversion and edification of many. 

Mr. Thom has lately made an a, “RMA to the Governor for 
permission to build a house in Cape Town, for the instruction of 
slaves. Mr. Thom’s letter was referred by his Excellency to the 
Consistory of the Reformed Church at the Cape, who met to 
consider it, but broke up without coming to any Setcnuiaethion 

He has since hired a dwelling-house, and intends to preach four 
times every week, in Dutch, and to hold three English prayer 
Meetings. His own English cangregation has considerably increas~ 
ed lately. 

STELLENBOSCH, 
(26 miles north-east of Cape Town.) 

Mr. Bakker, who has faithfully laboured at this station many 
years, continues to be useful in the town; but, on account of his 
infirmities, is not able to extend his labours, as he wishes, into the 
surrounding country. 

Mr. Bakker labours under Considerable restraint, not being 
allowed to baptize the converts, or admit them ta the Lord’s table. 
This he feelingly laments, and longs to have these unreasonable 
restrictions removed. He thus expresses his pious sentiments, 
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*“T am happy that to me, the least of all saints, is given grace to 
preach the unsearchable riches of Christ to perishing Heathens ; 
and although I have reason to be thankful, that now and then a 
blessing is given to my labours, still I wish it were more abundant ; 
and I cannot but think, that the use of the sacraments might 
lead to that end: for although God certainly does not attach salva- 
tion to the use of them, yet he can never approve the ne- 
glect of commands so specially given. I therefore request my 
honoured brethren to do every thing in their power to settle this 
oint.” 

Fi The Directors hope, that if a deputation be sent to visit our 
Missionary stations in Africa, a measure which they have long had 
in view, and have anxiously endeavoured to accomplish, this im- 
pediment may be removed. : 

The friends of the Missionary cause in this place lament, that, 
in consequence of the state of the times, they were not enabled 
to renew the auxiliary donation of the preceding year. 

BOSJESVELD, 
(In the Drosdy of Tulbagh.) 

We have reeeived no information from Mr. Kramer for a long 
time; in his last letter he tells us, that he was employed in 
preaching to the slaves, Hottentots, and colonists; the latter of 
whom, being far from any church, greatly needed his assistance ; 
and that, though he expects to derive his support from the people 
among whom he labours, he still wishes to be considered in con- 
nection with this society. 

: ‘ CALEDON, 
(120 miles East of Cape Town.) 

This station, which has been occupied by Mr. Seidenfaden about 
six years, appears to be nearly in the same state as reported last 
year, the number of baptized adults being about 60, and the chil- 
dren who attend the school, about 50. Considerable improvements 
have been made by large inclosures for cultivation, especially for 
kitchen-gardens, and by making better roads and fences.* The peo- 
ple belonging to the settlement are about 400. In the long evenings 
of the winter months, Mr. S. catechised the people every other 
evening, and was much encouraged by the progress that many of 
them made in the knowledge of the truth. 

HIGH KRALL, 
(Near George Town, 300 miles East of Cape Town.) 

Mr. Pacalt’s station, which is well situated in the midst of a 
large plain, about two miles from the sea, and three from George 
Town, is reported to be in a flourishing state. Much good has 


* Mr. S. says he has planted a quince-hedge in the valley, 1800 feet in 
length, which answers the double purpgse of defending the kitchen-gardens, 
and in two or three years will yield a quantity of fruit for the use of the poor 
people. This was planted chiefly by the baptized females, the men being 
employed in working for the inhabitants, in ploughing, &c. and in culti vating 
their own grounds, 
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been done here in a few years. A place of worship, and two 
small but good houses have been erected, besides the cottages of 
the Hottentots, which are placed in regular rows. Mr. Pacalt has 
two large and fruitful gardens, with good pasture and corn land ; 
the people also have gardens attached to their houses, which they 
are taught both by precept and example diligently to cultivate. 
Mr. P. is a laborious Missionary, having a school to attend, as well 
as to minister the word to the people. 

Mr. Evan Evans, who, with other brethren on their way to 
Bethelsdorp, rested at this place, speaks with delight of the 
affectionate regard which the people paid to Mr. Pacalt, on his 
return from a journey ; and of their strong expressions of grati- 
tude to this Society for sending them Missionaries; with their 
astonishment that any could be induced to leave their parents and 
brothers and sisters in England, to come and live among poor 
wretched Hottentots. He speaks highly, as many others have 
aa of the engaging melody of their voices in singing the praises 
of God. 

Mention is also made of the holy triumphs of a Hottentot con- 
verted to God at the age of 90, and who, in the expectation and 
hope of death, rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

BETHELSDORP, a 
(About 600 miles east of Cape Town.) 

The official account of the state of Bethelsdorp for the year 
1816, did not reach us in time for insertion in our last Report. 
From that account we learned, that though the settlement had la- 
boured under some severe discouragements, especially from the 
sterility of the soil, scanty supply of water, and a bad season for 
corn; yet many pleasing instances had occurred of the power of 
divine grace in the conversion of the Heathen. In the course of 
this year, the Missionaries had baptized 143 adults, of whose con- 
version they had no doubt. Surely this ought to be considered as 
no inconsiderable success, but as an occasion both to them and to 
us of abundant thanksgiving to Ged. They had also baptized 100 
children. The brethren inform us, that civilization is also progres- 
sive among the people, though not in the degree which they ear- 
nestly desire.* The knitting school, however, under the care of 
Mrs. Messer, flourishes. Many stockings have been made and sold, 
and a quantity was ready for sale. Mr. Hooper, who has the care 
of the school, containing, we believe, more than 300 children, re- 
ports favourably of their progress. 

The Report of Bethelsdorp for the past year is just come to 
hand. This station has been strengthened by the accession of Mr. 


* Mr. Messer, in a letter to Mr. Campbell, says, “If you were now to visit 
our kloof, you would see most excellent gardens, of which one belongs to me, 
where there are many vines, which at this time (January, 1817) are full of 
grapes nearly ripe. There are also many peach trees eds with fruit. Last 
week I gathered a quantity of figs. Between our houses and the mill are ex- 
cellent gardens, planted with fruit trees, and fenced with high walls. 





















































tia 





420 Report of the 24th General Meeting of the 


Hooper and Mr. Evan Evans, who-are now able to preach in 
Dutch, and the latter will be eminently serviceable to the cause, by 
his acquaintance with the art of printing. The report contains a 
striking specimen of the talents of one of the native preachers. A new 
church is now building. The brethren preach occasionally to 
the military at Algoa Bay. During the last year 15 adults have 
been baptized, and 34 children; 43 have been born, and 16 have 
died ; 24 couples were married. The knitting-school is still pros- 
perous, under the care of Mrs. Messer, and a large quantity of 
stockings have been sold. The settlement includes 45 well culti- 
vated gardens. We hope that this station, the external appearance 
of which has excited so much censure, is nowin an improving state. 
The spot indeed was ill chosen, and labours under great disadvan- 
tages; but the spiritual benefits received by many persons have 
far exceeded, in real importance, all its external defects. 
THEOPOLIS, 
(About 60 miles N. E. of Bethelsdorp. 

By letters from our brethren, Ullbricht and Barker, we find, that 
both have been much indisposed, and the latter almost wholly in- 
capacitated from labour. Mr. Ullbricht expresses much thankful- 
ness to God for his goodness ever since this settlement was formed, 
as a branch from Bethelsdorp, in the year 1814. The situation, 
Being but two miles from the sea, and near rivers and a wood, is 
very advantageous, and affords many facilities for a comfortable 
subsistence. ‘The external circumstances of this station are gene- 
rally encouraging; much land is cultivated, and but for frequent 
droughts the produce would be abundant. ‘Their cattle is much 
increased, and they hope soon to improve their houses ; there are 
now upwards of 80 gardens, each containing about an acre of 
ground, and additional ones are forming.* 

“ Asto our privileges,” says Mr. Ullbricht, ‘the greatest of all 
js, that our labour has not been in vain; many souls have been 
brought to the knowledge of the Lord ; this lightens all our burdens. 
Our church consists of 87 members (39 men and 48 women).” 
They have been occasionally plundered by the neighbouring Caf- 
fres, whose incursions occasion some degree of apprehension ; but 
they repose confidence in the Divine Saviour. 

Mr. Barker proceeds with the school, though much hindered 
by extreme illness; some of the children have begun to write on 
paper. 

An Auxiliary Missionary Society has been formed which last year 
produced about £15, besides 8 rix dollars contributed by the 
children of the school. 


* “In 1814,” says Mr. Ullbricht, “ we sowed 20 bushels of corn, and gather- 
ed but little, on account of the drought. In 1815 we sowed 60 bushels—gath- 
ered 608 (of 8 bushels I gathered 224.) In 1816 we sowed 212 bushels, and for my 
own use 20, but did not gather so much as the last year from the 8. This year 
(1817) we sowed 252 bushels.” It is pleasing to observe the increase of cul- 
tivation, and it is a proof that the Missionaries have not been idle or inatter- 
tive, as the opposers of the African Missions say, to civilization. 
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We entertain much hope that this settlement will prove a great 
blessing to the country: 
—— 


STATIONS BEYOND THE COLONY. 


CAFFRARIA. 
(Kat river, about 200 miles N. E. of Bethelsdorp.) 

To this new, distant, and arduous station, Mr. Williams, with no 
other assistant than Jan Tsatzoe, a converted native, repaired in 
July, 1816, where he built a house for himself and family, formed 
a garden, inclosed ground for corn, and prepared for conducting 
water to it from a distance. His labour has been very considera- 
ble. About 100 Caffres attend his ministry on the Lord’s-day, 
and about 70 on other days. He has commenced a school for the 
native children, about 150 of whom have learned the alphabet; 
some could spell, and most of them have committed to memory an 
excellent hymn. The attention of the people, while he preaches, 
is remarkably great ; not a word is heard, nor a smile perceived. 
Nir. Williams entertained some hope of a few persons being under 
concern for their souls: many continue steadily to attend the word, 
and unite in prayer; and though their knowledge is yet but small, 
he had reason to believe that his labour was not wholly in vain. 

Mr. Williams greatly needs further assistance, and we hope that 
Mr. Brownlee, a Missionary originally intended for Lattakoo,. and 
who was inclined to join him, has obtained permission from the 
Government at the Cape to proceed to Kat River for that purpose, 

3 HEPHZIBAH. . 
(In Namequaland, about five days’ journey North of Graaf Reynett.) 

Mr. Corner and J. Goeyman occupied this station for a short 
time after Mr. Smit, but were ordered to leave it, and have retired 
for the present to Bethelsdorp. But we are glad to hear that his 
Excellency the Governor has permitted Mr. Moffat and Mr. Kitch- 
ingman to proceed to this spot, where the people are earnestly desi- 
rous of hearing the word.* 

GRIQUA TOWN. 
(North of the Great, or Orange River.) 

We are happy to state, that the Mission at Griqua Town appears 
to be inmore favourable circumstances than during the two preced- 
ing years. Some persons who had behaved ill, and left the settle- 
ment, and whose conduct threatened much mischief, have repent- 
ed and returned to the settlement, after which the work prospered, 
and Mr. Anderson, in a letter dated Griqua Town, 15th jan, 1817, 
says, scarcely a sabbath passes but we receive one or more by bap- 
tism. The revival is chiefly among the females, who have now a 
social meeting among themselves, in which Mrs. Anderson and 
Mrs. Helm preside. Mr. Anderson had baptized 50 adults, chiefly 


* Mr. Kitchingman is gone to Bethany; he had proceeded on the 3d of 
December last as far as tg ~~ sa with Mr. Moffat, who was going to 
Peace Mountain to join Mr. Ebner. 
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young persons, whose hearts the Lord had powerfully impressed, 
even at the time in which the enemy of souls was permitted so to 
rage, as threatened to destroy the whole settlement ; but by the 
preaching of the word, several of the most violent opposers had re- 
turned, asking forgiveness, and promising to do every thing in their 
power for the good of the station. 

A great quantity of corn was sown the last year, and much new 
land cultivated. All things considered, we have great cause for 
thankfulness. 

BETHESDA, 
(On the Great River, between Griqua Town and Pella.) 

Mr. Sass relates, in his Journal, many pleasing instances of the 
power of divine grace in the hearts of the poor Corannas, many of 
whom appear to be truly pious. About 20 adults were baptized in 
the course of the year, besides children. 

The converted people of this settlement, in their intercourse 
with kraals of Bushmen and others, frequently take occasion affec- 
tionately to speak of Christ and salvation to them, and sometimes 
apparently with much effect. In one place they found a large kraal 
of Bushmen, and were surprised to hear their Chief speaking to 
them of the things of God, which he had occasionally heard at 
Bethesda, and conducting Divine service in an orderly manner. 

They frequently suffer by the incursions of the wild Bushmen, 
who steal their cattle. In one instance they apprehended several 
men, who some months before had robbed them ; but instead of 
punishing them, as they expected, they treated them with kindness, 
and made them a present of several sheep and goats. They were 
astonished and ashamed ; and one of them, trembling, said to some 
others, “I shall not believe they will spare my life, until I get 
home in safety ; for though they deal thus kindly with us at pre- 
sent, they will certainly kill us as we return.” They found, how- 
ever, that the benign principles of the Gospel prevailed ; and thus 
the Christians “ overcame evil with good.” Who can tell what a 
happy effect such an instance of love may produce ; how power- 
fully it may prevent future assaults, and prepare the hearts of the 
people to receive the lovely religion of Christ ! 

Mr. Sass concludes his journal by saying, “ Much reason have 
we to praise and glorify the Lord, our most beloved Saviour, for 
what he has done among a people so uncivilized. Brethren and 
fathers, let us have a part in your sincere prayers.” 

LATTAKOO, 
(About 800 miles North of the Cape.) 

After two unsuccessful attempts to commence a Mission in this 
city, the Missionaries, on their third visit, succeeded. When they 
arrived there, on the 28th of December, 1516, they found the king 
sitting in the midst of his Chiefs, and upon informing him that 
they were come in consequence of the permission he had given 
to Mr. Campbell, and his promise that he would be a father to 
them, he began to repeat the objections formerly stated ; but hav- 
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ing pleaded the King’s promise, and that the good people over the 
great waters had sent them on purpose to do them gvod, the King 
gave them leave to unyoke their oxen under the great tree, whic 
amounted to a permission for them to remain. On the very next 
day one of the brethren who understood the Bootsuanna language 
commenced preaching to the people. 

Not long after the arrival of the Missionaries, the King, with about 
a thousand of his people, armed, set out on a predatory expedition 
against a northern tribe, contrary to the earnest solicitations of the 
brethren, to whose care, however, he committed his queen and ta- 
mily during his absence. When the conflict took place, his forces 
were immediately routed, about 200 were killed, and himself hurt 
in his feet in the retreat. He returned with difficulty to Lattakoo, 
heartily repenting of the ill-judged and unfortunate expedition. 

The Missionaries having now obtained his favour and friendship, 
he requested their continuance with him, though this measure was 
not agreeable to sonie of his principal people. And judging that 
the present scite of the town, which had long been found inconve- 
nient, would become more so by the accession of the Missionaries 
and those who accompanied them, he determined to remove to a 
more eligable spot, situated on the banks of the Krooman river, 
about three days journey nearer to Hh a Town. On the 4th of 
June the Missionaries removed to the Krooman, and commenced 
their preparations for the settlement. Mr. Hamilton’s mechanical 
operations in the structure of a water-mill filled them with asto- 
nishment.* i 

In a letter dated May 23, 1817, it is stated, that some of the 
king’s family were very attentive to religious instruction ; and that 
one of them, on hearing a person complain that he could not un- 
derstand the word, advised him to retire, and say, “ Lord Jesus, 
open my heart to understand and love thy word,” assuring him 
that he would hear his prayer. 

The printing-press for Lattakoo is arrived at Griqua Town; and 
the Missionaries have begun to compile a dictionary and catechism 
in the Bootsuanna language. We hope ere long to hear that read- 
ing, writing, and printing, have been commenced at Lattakoo.} 


* When they saw Mr. H. make a hole through the millstone, they were so 
astonished, that they thought he must be more than a man. The iron chain of 
the waggon also filled them with surprise, they could not conceive how the 
links were put together; and one of the chiefs seeing a Missionary form a 
steel, and strike fire with it, insisted he must be a god. Some of the people 
from the neighbourhood#of Lattakoo, observing the superior knowledge of 
the Missionaries, said to the inhabitants, that they were highly favoured, for 
God had come to visit them. 

This is mentioned only to show that the avowed superiority of the Mission- 
aries in the knowledge of the useful arts, may prepare the minds of the peo- 
ple for listening to their spiritual instruction. 

t Mr. John Evans, who was intended to settle at Lattakoo, has relinquished 
his work as a Missionary, and is settled as a Duteh Minister at Cradeck. 

The Directors think it is equitable that he should repay to the Missionary 
Society their expenses on his behalf. 
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MAKOON’S KRAAL, Xc. 

Mr. Campbell having given the people of Malapeetzee and 
Makoon’s Kraal reason to expect that Missionaries would be sent 
them, one of the-brethren determined, as soon as possible after ar- 
riving at Lattakoo, to pay them avisit. It appeared, that the Co- 
rannas had left Malapeetzee, and removed to the Matslakoo River. 
The Missionary was received with open arms, and the people im- 
mediately flocked to hear the word. They declared that they had 


waited impatiently for the fulfilment of the promise made them 


four years ago; that they had tried to live without the word of 
God, but found it impossible, and insisted upon the Missionary con- 
tinuing with them; they had heard, they said, that the word was 
grins to every nation, and they were afraid of being too late. The 

lissionary could not possibly stay with them, but promised to send 
a preacher very shortly. 

Makoon also was most earnestly desirous that the Missionary who 
visited them from Lattakoo should abide with them ; which being 
impracticable, they were rejoiced when Cupido agreed to stay with 
them. One of the chiefs appears to be a man of prayer, and wor- 
ships God devoutly with his family ; and such was his attachment 
to the word, that he had resolved to accompany the Missionary to 
Lattakoo, but was providentially hindered. Cupido was, by so- 
lemn prayer, separated to the work at this station; and it is hoped 
he will become the instrument of much good. Thus far the Soci- 
ety has endeavoured to fulfil the promise made to these poor hea- 
then, that Missionaries should be sent to preach to them the word 
of life. 

BETHANY. 
(In Namaqua Land, about two days’ journey North of the Great 
River.) 

By a letter from Mr. Schmelen, dated 10th-March, 1817, we are 
informed, that on his return from the Cape, whither he had been 
on business, he Jearned on the road, that be should not be able im- 
mediately to proceed to his distant station, in consequence of the 
want of water for his oxen, which were wearied out; he therefore 
wrote to his people at Bethany, to send more oxen to help him on- 
ward. In the mean time he proceeded to Pella, to settle the af- 
fairs of the Mission there. 

At the place from which he writes, formerly called Byzondermecd, 
but now Steinkopff, he informs us, that there is among the people a 
general desire to hear the word, and that a praying spirit prevails 
among them ; a place of worship is built, and service regularly per- 
formed, morning and evening. But of the state of the Mission 
at Bethany, we have not received any particulars.* 


* On his journey Mr. Schmelen met a Namaqua ehief, who was — 
the Cape, there, if possible, to procure a ney for his people, when Mr. 
Shaw, of the Wesleyen connexion, who had resided some time at Cape Town, 
and was travelling with Mr. Schmelen, agreed to accompany that chief to the 
place of his residence (Camies Mountain) and abide with the people, which he 
accordingly did; aad we gladly learn that his prospects are very pleasing. 
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JERUSALEM. 
(Formerly called Peace Mountain, and Africaner’s Kraal. 

Mr. Ebner, who resides at this station, informs us, that about 400 
people attend the place of worship, which is now too small for the 
accommodation of all who wish to hear. ‘ Since I came,” says Mr. 
Ebner, “to Africaner’s kraal, which [ have named Jerusalem, I 
have baptized 40 persons, converts, and their children, and mavrri- 
ed about 40 couple. I have received 100 Bibles and 100 Testa- 
ments from the British and Foreign Bible Society, for the use of 
those who can read the Dutch language. He reports several in- 
stances of the converting grace of God, and says, that the converts 
continue to be much attached to the gospel, and to himself as 
their teacher; and that they maintain among themselves social 
meetings for prayer and conference, in which they express their 
religious views and feelings with remarkable animation. . 

Civilization, which always accompanies the introduction of the 
Gospel, is also making progress. Mr. Ebner has introduced pota- 
toes, and other useful vegetables, which prosper beyond his expec- 
tation; he speaks also favourably of the crops of corn, and rejoic- 
es, in hope, that the natives will soon reap abundant advantage from 
the increase of the comforts of life among them, as well as from the 
superior blessings of the Gospel grace : and thus is presented to the 
world another proof of the truth of what one of the Missionaries be- 
fore asserted, that in Africa “ the Bible and the plough go together.” 

On a review of the state of our Missions in Africa, we find occa- 
sion to sing both “of mercy and of judgment.” With grief we 
have heard of the lamentable fall of one of our Missionaries into 
immorality, and learn, at the same time, of a few instances of 
less flagrant misconduct in others; but the feelings excited by this 
afllictive intelligence have since been alleviated by intimations of 
repentance on the part of the offenders, which it is hoped will be 
followed by satisfactory evidence of its reality. It has, consequent- 
ly, been the aia duty of the Directors to mark their detestation 
of the faults committed, in such a way as will, itis hoped, maintain 
the honour of the cause, and prove an admonition to others. They 
aiso trust, that some irregularities in the management of our affairs 
in that part of the world will be fully remedied by the wisdom and 
prudence of the Deputation, which they hope soon to send to 
Africa. 

When we consider the numerous perils and strong temptations 
to which our Missionary brethren in Africa are exposed, we cannot 
but recommend them to the constant and fervent prayers of all 
the members of the Society. Let them not be forgotten in your 
daily supplications. They greatly need them; they earnestly en- 
treat them. O! pray that God may keep them, by .his mighty 
power, through faith, unto salvation! 

a 
MALTA. 

Mr. Lownpes, who arrived in Malta in November, 1916, has 
continued there, as at first proposed, for the purpose of acquiring 
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the Italian and Modern Greek languages. While thus employed, 
he has embraced every opportunity of preaching the Gospel, and, 
we have reason to think, not in vain. Several persons appear to 
have derived solid advantage from his ministry ; and he is very-de- 
sirous that, when he leaves Malta for the Greek Islands, another min- 
ister from England may fill his place. It is probable, that he will 
soon be enabled to proceed to Corfu or Zante, to pursue the origi- 
nal object of his mission—the revival of pure religion in Greece 
and in the Greek Islands. The Directors intend soon to send 
another Missionary to Malta. 
—— 
BAVARIA. 

It must afford to every friend of religious liberty great pleasure 
to learn that the new constitution for this country is distinguished 
by its hiberality, and, as stated in the preamble, granting to the peo- 
ple liberty of conscience, with a scrupulous distinction between 
what belongs to the state and what to the church ; liberty of opin- 
ion, (but guarded against abuse,) and, what is more remarkable, ai 
equal right to all native subjects to every rank in the public service, 
and to all the distinctions due to merit; equality of laws, and of 
citizens under the law ; impartiality and promptitude in the admin- 
istration of justice, &c. 

That such a constitution should be enjoyed by a country, con- 
taining, we suppose, two millions of inhabitants, and in which the 
Roman Catholic religion has long predominated, must afford grati- 
fication to all benevolent minds. 

—— 
GREENLAND. 

Ever since the year 1734, the Moravian Brethren have had mis- 
sionaries resident in this inhospitable clime, who have laboured, 
amidst difficulties unimaginable, and with great success, for the 
conversion of the heathen to Christianity, and fomtheir civilization, 
and the amelioration of their temporal circumstances. Nearly the 
whole population of Greenland is Christian. On account of the 
disproportioned deaths among the men, from innumerable dangers on 
sea and on shore, in seeking food for their families, Greenland is, 
more than any other country perhaps, a land of widows and father- 
less children. ‘These are frequently reduced to the uttermost dis- 
tress, having none to care for them, and being unable to gain subsis- 
tence. The Moravian Missionaries are themselves too scantily and 
too precariously furnished with the necessaries of life to afford much 
relief; indeed it may be said that they afford none without dividing 
their own bread and raiment with these destitute creatures. The 
following extracts of letters from Greenland will furnish our 
readers with a knowledge of the circumstances of these Missions, 
in the most compendious and impressive form. Brother Conrade 
Kleinschmidt writes thus to the Rev. C. F. Ramftler : 

** Having for some days been occupied with various heavy and 


distressing considerations, on account of the excessive indigence of 
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many of our widows and orphans, whereby a continually increasing 
load of anxiety devolves upon us, their teachers, a thought sudden - 
ly came into my mind, which immediately cheered and comforted 
me in some degree, though it referred to a still uncertain futurity. 
I will communicate it to you, dearest brother! As this (Lichienau) 
is the most numerous congregation of believing Greenlanders, it is 
easily to be conceived, that we have many poor widows and or- 
phans, whose providers have either died a natural death, or what is 
very frequent, have lost their lives at sea, when in pursuit of a live- 
lihood. 

‘“ Having no fund for the assistance of the desolate and the fa- 
therless, the burden falls upon us; but where have we the money 
for it? Certainly it is very hard to see such objects of compassion 
without relieving them, and to shut up our bowels against their en- 
treaties. The only remedy, therefore, is to sell from time to time 
our own allowance of coffee to the Danish traders, though this cof- 
fee is only meant for the supply of our personal wants, and those of 
our families. By the produce of this sale we procure tobacco for 
the relief of the needy ; for this article is as the current coin of the 
country, with which they may purchase food, and skins for raiment. 
As neither I nor my family make any use of tobacco, from our al- 
lowance, within a short time, | have bought tobacco to the amount 


of seven dollars and a half, which was presently consumed.” 
ee eee 


DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
General Association of Massachusetts Proper. 

The last meeting of this body was held at Middiefield, on the 23d 
of June last. The Rev. J. Lyman, D. D. was chosen Moderator, the 
Rev. J. Keep and the Rev. D. Huntington, Scribes. The Associa- 
tions represented, were the Berkshire, Mountain, Franklin, Hamp- 
shire, Central, Hampden, Brookfield, Westminster, Union, Salem 
and vicinity. The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
the General Association of Connecticut, and the General Conven- 
tion of Vermont were also represented. 

Among the doings of the General Association, we notice with 
pleasure the following resolve: 

Resolved, That this Association rejoice in the establishment of the 
Connecticut Asylum for the Education of Deaf and Dumb Persons, 
and would ascribe humble and fervent praise to the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift, for having crowned with such signal success 
the efforts already made to communicate moral and religious instruc- 
tion to a portion of that unfortunate class of our fellow beings. They 
very cordially recommend the Asylum to the patronage of thesOhris- 
tian public, and to their pecuniary aid especially ; that the benevo- 
lent objects of thisinstitution may be more effectually accomplished. 

Also the following vote, 

Voted, That this Association approve the proposition to form a 
Domestic Missionary Society, and that the following Coustitution, 
having been reported by the Committee, and examined article by 
article, be adopted as the Constitution of said Society : 
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CONSTITUTION. 


1 The Society shall be called the Domestic Missionary Society of 
Massachusetts Proper. 

2 It shall consist of the members of the General Association of 
Massachusetts Proper for the time being, and of such other persons 
as shall either be duly elected, or subscribe the requisite sum for 
constituting membership. 

3 The object of the Society shall be to assist needy churches and 
parishes, and waste places, within the limits of Massachusetts Proper. 

4 Any person may become a member of the Society by subscrib- 
ing two dollars, to be paid annually: and any person a member for 
life, by paying into the Treasury, at any one time, twenty dollars. 

5 The Society shall meet annually on Thursday, in the week of 
the annual meeting of the General Association of Massachusetts Pro- 
per, at nine o’clock, A. M. ; 

6 Beside the Moderator and Clerk of the annual meeting, who 
shall be the same as the Moderator and Secretary of the General 
Association for the time’ being, the officers of the Society shall be 
twenty-four Directors, twelve clergymen, and twelve laymen, a Secre- 
tary, a Treasurer, and an Auditor; the two last always to be laymen, 
all of whom shall be chosen by ballot at the annual meeting. 

7 The Directors shall meet annually, at thé time and place of 
the meeting of the General Association, and at such other times and 
places as they shall appoint ; and may adopt such rules, and appoint 
such Committees, as they may judge conducive to the object of 
the Institution, &c. &c. 


cg 


STATE OF RELIGION IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


Report of the Committee appointed to prepare an account of the state 
of Religion within the limits of the General Association of Massa- 
chusetts Proper.—June, 1818. 


It has been the painful duty of the friends of the Redeemer, 
even in the purest times, to mourn over the iniquities of the open- 
ly impenitent, and the coldness and failures of professing Chris- 
tians. Inthis favoured section of the church, and in this eventful 
and prosperous period, there is much to excite emotions of grief. 
The church has survived her conflict with infidelity, and is rising 
upon its ruins; but her warfare is not yet accomplished. There is 
within our limits a manifest and lamentable departure from the 
truth; and error in its various forms is assiduously and successfully 
propagated. ‘Some cherish a hope of impunity in a course of ha- 

itual transgression, saying, “ We shall have peace, though we walk 
in the imagination of our hearts to add drunkenness to thirst ;” 
others “ deny the Lord that bought them, and count the blood of the 
covenant an unholy thing.” Such opinions affect the heart and 
practice. Under their deceptive influence, some substitute a ge- 
neral decency of behaviour, in the place of vital and experimental 
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veligion; and others abandon themselves to pleasure and vice. 
These evils, it is believed, are not increasing ; but their existence 
furnishes an occasion for sorrow. Many profane the holy Sabbath, 
or degrade themselves, and distress and ruin their families by intem- 
perance ; and still greater numbers habitually neglect family wor- 
ship, and the public ordinances of religion. It is also much to be 
lamented, that many of the’ churches, instead of exhibiting that 
elevated and fervent piety and faithful discipline which would ren- 
der them “ terrible as an army with banners,” are yielding to a spirit 
of worldliness and lukewarmness, which furnishes the enemies of the 
Lord with too much occasion for reproach, and triumph, and blas- 
phemy. And we remark, with painful sensibility, that some churches 
and parishes, once favoured with public religious instruction, are 
suffering a wasting “ famine,” not of bread, but “ of hearing the 
word of the Lord.” In these wastes of Zion, ignorance, error, pro- 
faneness, and infidelity are prevalent; for ‘“‘ where no vision is, the 
people perish.” They present a claim, not to be resisted, to the 
tears, and prayers, and charities, of the benevolent. 

These are some of the dark traifs in the religious character of 
this portion of the Lord’s vineyard. They are not to be concealed : 
they are known and read of all men: and they fill the hearts of 
Christians with concern and anguish. Should this state of things 
continue, fearful must be the condition of many around us. 

But we hasten to present the cheering features, in the complexion 
of the churches within our bounds, which can be recognised with 
no other feelings than those of devout and admiring gratitude 
and joy. 

The past year, though not marked with such extensive revivals 
of religion as have on some occasions imparted a peculiar interest to 
the reports presented to this body, has afforded much evidence, that 
the Lord hath not forsaken us, that our God hath not forgotten to 
be gracious. The towns of Richmond, Lanesborough, Hinsdale, 
Greenfield, Royalston, Ashburnham, Princeton, Holden, Wendal, 
and Westminster, have been blessed with a season of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. Encouraging tokens of seriousness and 
deep attention have recently appeared in Danyers, Lynn, Beverly, 
and especially in Marblehead. The spirit of prayer has been pour- 
ed out upon the churches, and many have become the subjects of 
deep religious impressions, and considerable numbers have been 
hopefully brought to the knowledge of the truth unto salvation. Not 
a small number of our churches are now rejoicing in the precious 
fruits of copious outpourings of the Spirit in past years. - It is stat- 
ed, that but few instances of defection have been noticed. The 
hopeful converts, many of whom are from among the youth, con- 
tinue steadfast in the faith, and adorn the doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour. The Monthly Concert of Prayer excites a deep and lively 
interest, and is devoutly and generally attended. Our adored Re- 
deemer “ walketh in the midst of the golden candlesticks, and hold- 
eth the stars in his right hand.” : 
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Increased and systematic attention has been paid, the past year, 
to the religious instruction of children and youth. Sabbath Schools 
have been opened in many places, and crowds of children, both of 
the rich and of the poor, have been collected on the Lord’s day, 
and instructed in the Holy Scriptures. With no ordinary feelings 
of approbation, we hail this happy expedient, as one that promises 
great good to the rising generation. It has already excited the at- 
tention of parents to that ancient, but much neglected precept, 
“These words which I command thee this day shall be in thy 
heart, and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up.” 

The liberal are devising liberal things. If the pulse of holy cha- 
rity is not as yet excited to the elevated standard of Christian duty ; 
if some, through ignorance, and others through covetousness, with- 
hold more than is meet, “ still we have witnessed a liberality which 
merits our grateful commendation. Missionary, Bible, and Edu- 
cation Societies, receive increasing patronage; and not a small 
number of associations more limited in extent, but not less active, 
some of males, and more of females, are Jending their aid to various 
objects of teligious charity. ‘The munificence of the Christian pub- 
lic has enabled the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
to pursue a system of efficient measures for diffusing the light of 
holy truth among the perishing heathen. Thirteen of our brethren 
are actively and ardently engaged as missionaries, at differant sta- 
tions, and on different continents, in this holy, self-denying, and 
phe work. . The smiles of heaven have attended their steps. 

lore than eight hundred children are instructed in the missionary 
schools. From the Cherokee nation we have received the gladden- 
ing intelligence, that anumber have become subjects of serious im- 
pressions, and five have been introduced into the church, as the first 
fruits of the Gospel among these Gentiles. 

“ 'The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few. Pray 
ye therefore the Lord ofthe harvest, that he would send forth labour- 
ers into his harvest.”. In this connexion we would notice, with heart- 
felt gratitude, the smiles of Zion’s God upon efforts to prepare young 
men for the ministry. ‘The Theological Institution at Andover, 
founded in unexampled liberality, endowed with ample resources, 
enriched and watered with the prayers of the faithful, is commend- 
ed to the affections of the church by the conspicuous success of its 
operations. From this seat of sanctified science about one hun- 
dred and sixty young men have gone forth to the work ofthe ministry; 
and eighty-two, its present number of members, are preparing to 
follow them. In Willams’ College, nearly one half of its students, 
about ninety in number, are the hopeful friends of religion.—The 
American Education Society is furnishing aid to upwards of one 
hundred and thirty beneficiaries, in the different stages of their 
studies. Upon the success of these Institutions, the dearest interests 
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of the church are suspended. They are fountains whose streams 
shall make glad the city of our God. 


[After taking a view of the state of Religion in the Presbyterian 


Church, in Connecticut, New-Hampshire, and Vermont, the Report 
concludes ; | 


On the whole, though we find much in our country, and in our 
uilty world, to fill us with concern and sorrow, we certainly find 
very much to inspire us with hope and joy, and to encourage us to 
action. The prayers and efforts of Christians are accompanied with 
special tokens of the divine blessing. 'The church is increasing in 
stability, beauty, and strength. ‘“ She is enlarging the place of her 
tent, and stretching forth the curtains of her habitations.” Every 
friend of this divine and inspiring cause, we would address in the 
comforting language of the prophet, “Look upon Zion, the city of 
our solemnities : thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a 
tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof 
shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be 
broken. But thére, the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of 
broad rivers and streams. For the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is 
our Law-giver, the Lord is our King; he will save us.” Per Order, 


’ Timorny M. Coorey, Chairman. 
EE 


TUSCARORA INDIANS. 
Extract from a communication in the American Daily Advertiser, 
dated Philadelphia, September 17. 


Those who consider the attempts to civilize the Indians as hope- 
less, are invited to peruse the following short, unexaggerated de- 
scription of one of their tribes, visited a few weeks since by the 
writer of this article. 

The village of the Tuscarora tribe of Indians is situate about 
3 miles to the eastward of Lewistown, in the neighbourhood of the 
Falls of Niagara; the tribe consists of about 300. They hold a 
considerable body of land iff@this place, and cultivate it extremely 
well. Their fields of wheat and Indian corn are nearly as good as 
those of the whites, and they are surrounded with most of the com- 
forts of civilization. ‘There is a missionary residing here, the Rev. 
Mr. Crane, from New-York, who is much and deservedly beloved 
by them. They have a school conducted on the Lancasterian plan, 
and the proficiency of the children in the elementary branches of 
knowledge, is alike creditable to their teacher and themselves. 
Public worship is regularly kept up, and generally well attended. 

The writer of this can, with truth, acknowledge, that few inci- 
dents of his life will be recollected with more pleasure, than his 
visit to the church of the Tuscarora Indians. The respectability, 
neatness, and comfort of their appearance, and the solemnity of 
devotional feeling, the devotion of the heart, which apparently per- 
vaded the audience, furnished, indeed, a most delightful spectacle. 
here was no symptom of indecorum of conduct in one of the na- 
tives present, but all their behaviour became the eccasion. To be- 
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hold those who had been accustomed to every idolatry, and the 
evils connected with it, worshipping the only true GOD, and par- 
taking of the consolations of genuine religion, furnished to the 
mind, in an eminent degree, pure and unalloyed delight. The 
Throne of Grace was addressed in humble, fervid terms by the mi- 
nister ; and though the human heart is known only to Him who form- 
ed it, yet, if the poor Indians did not most devoutly join in the 
public prayer, appearances can in no instances be relied on. After 
which, a number of them rose and sung a hymn by note, in their 
native language, with great effect. It was a translation of an En- 
glish hymn, set to the same music as the original. A venerable In- 
dian then took his stand by the side of the minister, and rendered 
his sermon into Indian, sentence by sentence. Their general cha- 
racter in the neighbourhood is good, and their observance of the 
Sabbath, (in which the whites furnish them a bad example,) is trul 
commendable. We todk our leave of these interesting natives, with 
feelings not easily described, and with wishes for their welfare at 
once ardent and sincere. In their journeyings through a world of 
sorrow, may they be protected and supported by divine Providence, 
and solaced by the friendship of Christian friends ; and when they 
bid adieu to terrestrial things, may they join the wisé and good of 
all nations, in the fruition of happiness beyond the graye. 
oe ee 
FROM THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


BABTIST MISSION WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI 
RIVER. 


The Missionaries, brethren Peck and Welch, with their families, 
arrived at St. Louis, it appears, about the first of December kast. 

[In March, 1818, they formed “the Western Baptist Missionary 
Society,” to be under the patronage of the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions for the United States. ] 


MINUTES OF THE WESTERN — SOCIETY, 


Mancu 4.—The Missionaries opened a Sunday school for the in- 
struction of Africans in this village ; and it is with peculiar satisfac- 
tion that they record the attendance of no less than fourteen the 
first day. 

To the Cor. Sec. dated St, Louis, March 14, 1818. 

In addition to the foregoing communications, permit us to forward 
also the following remarks respecting the southern and interior parts 
of this territory. This information has been obtained from several 
persons, but more particularly from a Baptist minister by the name 


_of Edwards, who has resided on this side of the Mississippi most of 


the time since 1811. Last year he spent some time in itmerating in 
the lower part of the territory, to examine into the state of religion. 

In this tour he rode more than 1000 miles, visited all the principal 
settlements on the Arkansas, the St. Francis, and the White rivers. 
In some places the people are not only destitute of ministers of 
any denomination, but deplorably ignorant of the gospel. In other 


at 
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settlements some attention is paid to religion. Baptist omy are 
scattered through the different parts of the country. They have re- 
moved from Kentucky and other western states, but now are de- 
prived of the gospel. In some settlements churches might be form- 
ed, could there be ministers obtained to oversee thera. This part of 
the territory is rapidly settling ; but unless missionaries go amongst 
them they. must be destitute of the gospel for some years to come. 
Between St. Louis and the above mentioned region are seven small 
churches, situate mostly in Cape Giradeau county. These united in 
an association in 1815, calling themselves the “ Bethel Baptist As- 
sociation.” 

Pursuant to our instructions from the Board, we have neglected 
no opportunity in which we might obtain information relative to the 
Indian tribes in this western land. ‘The Delawares and Shawnese, 
the remnants of once powerful tribes, live from 20 to 40 miles from 
cape Giradeau. They are not numerous, perhaps two or three 
hundred of each tribe. 

The Delawares have expressed a desire to have their children 
instructed in English, and that if a teacher is sent amongst them. 
they will build a schoolhouse. A band of the Cherokees have late- 
ly removed from their tribe east of the Mississippi, and are settled 
on the Arkansas. This was in consequence of an exchange of lands 
by the United States’ government. The Cherokees, Shawnese, and 
Delawares, are leagued together, and agree mutually to support each 
other. Within a few months past they have made war upon the 
Osage nation, and ’tis said have destroyed a considerable village. A 
gentleman who saw and conversed with their warriors as they re- 
turned from the fight, told brother Peck that they had about one 
hundred scalps, which they showed as trophies of victory. The 
cause of this war is said to be the murders and other depredations 
which for years have been committed by the Osages upon the De- 
Jawares and Shawnese. . 

There is a settlement of about 150 Indians on the Merrimac ri- 
ver, about 50 miles west of St. Louis. Their chief is a white man, by 
the name of Fish. Some of this band converse in English. They 
have comfortable dwellings, and are said to have made considerable 
progress in civilization. 

Another small settlement of natives are in the neighbourhood of 
St. Louis, not more than 10 miles distant. One of us expects to visit 
this band in a few days. ‘ 

The Osages live more than 300 miles west of St. Louis, on, and 
beyond the Osage river. They are a numerous nation, but scattered 
over an extensive country. Shee | are more generally represented 
as a peaceable and well disposed nation, and inclined to become 
civilized, though some persons give them a different character. The 
Sacks, (pronounced Soks,) and Foxes, (a band of the Sacks or Sau- 
kies,) are settled betwixt 159 and 300 miles up the Mississippi. 
Some are scattered through the upper part of the Illinois Territory. 
They are not very friendly, though not on terms of hostility with our 
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government. A short time since, Quoshquamme, a chief of a band 
of the Sacks from Rock river, with a number of Indians, were in 
this village. Brother Welch obtained an interview with the chief 
on the subject of education, the introduction of schools, &c. among 
the tribe. It was understood from the interpreter who was employed, 
that the chief had two sons whom he wished to have educated im 
English. The interview closed without any thing decisive, as we 
had no funds to support the youth, and the chief prudently declined 
giving an answer relative to the establishment of schools amongst 
their nation, without consulting the other chiefs. 

Other tribes, as the Winnebagoes to the north, and the Sioux, Ot- 
toes, Mandans, Nc. to the west, live more remote, and are less likely 
to receive immediate attention. 

By this statement the Board will understand, that the Indian 
tribes who are populous and extensive, live at a ‘distance from US ; 
that a large population of whites, quite ignorant of the gospel, are 
scattered through the country for 3 or 400 miles betwixt us and the 
Indians, and that if we attempt to carry the gospel immediately to 
these tribes, we must pass over multitudes more likely to receive 
the gospel than are the savage and uncultivated Indians. It is hoped, 
however, that some good may be done amongst local tribes, without 
lessening our usefulness amongst the whites. 

Hitherto we have said nothing on the importance of increasing 
the number of labourers in this western harvest. But we now ven- 
ture to raise the Macedonian cry, ‘come over and help us.’ Could 
the Board, but more especially the public at large, be made fully 
sensible of the vast work that lies before us, and the importance of 
strengthening our hands by one or two additional labourers, our cry 
would not be unavailing. If one or more young men of ardent piety, 
and a good education, could receive an appointment from the Board 
the present season, byt the time of their arrival we might be prepared 
to enlarge our sphere of effort. 

Another added to this mission, in a‘little time, would not much 
increase its expense, as the school department might then be render- 
ed more profitable. 

Praying the Great Head of the church to guide i in all the delibe- 

rations of your respectable body, we subscribe ourselves your un- 

worthy servaits in the mission cause, ‘ J.M. PECK, 
| J. E. WELCH. 

Unper date af March 28, 1818, the missionaries thus write: 
‘We have not much additional news to communicate. We have 
enlarged the plan of our school. At our public examination yes- 
terday our students performed remarkably well. Several gentle- 
men of respectability of the village, since they have been made ac- 
quainted with our object in this country, appear to interest them- 
‘selves in our cause. 

* Our African Sunday school has more than 50 on the roll, most 
of whom are very attentive, and strive to learn. 
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“The first Sabbath in April we expect to baptize a candidate. 
This, we believe, will be the first time the ordinance was ever at- 
tended in St. Louis. We haveascertained that five persons, at least, 
have manifested a hope of religion within less than three months 

ast. ‘Thus grace begins to triumph here.” 

The fifth of April Mr. Welch says: “ Last evening was our 
church meeting. Additions were received by letter, and experi- 
ence. ‘To-day at nine o’clock a sermon was delivered on the banks 
of the Mississippi, and two candidates baptized—late work of grace! 
You can scarcely imagine the happiness we this day enjoyed 
around the table of the Lord, while bidding welcome to all the 
privileges of the house of God four new members. Prospects are 
flattering. I hope the Lord is about to commence a great work in 
this quarter.” 

———— 


LOUISIANA. 


From the Rev. Mr. Ranaldson to the Cor. Sec. dated St. Francis- 
ville, March 20, 1818. 


Ir is my duty, as your Missionary, to make frequent communi- 
cations. In this I have been deficient. But I can assure you it 
has not been for want of disposition. ‘The whole of my time has 
been occupied. My field of labour is still enlarging, and‘the work 
is increasing on my hands daily. 

I wrote to you on the 19th of January, which I hope you have 
received. Having just returned from the first annual meeting of 
the Mississippi Society for Baptist Missions Foreign and Domestic, 
it is necessary for me to forward communications by the next mail, 
that you may receive them in time for the annual meeting of the 
Board. 

Our Society has been formed on missionary ground. There are 
pressing demands for active and general exertions. Four Mission- 
aries are already employed by the society for the term of three months; 
and one fora year. Rev. Isaac Suttle, whom I mentioned in my 
last, is appointed to preach in-the African church recently formed 
in the Creek nation, for the current year. It is hoped that the pre- 
sent hostilities of the Seminoles will not defeat the object-of;his ap- 
pointment. L. Scarborough is appointed for a circuit on-the west 
of the Mississippi river ; N. Morris for the eastern section of West 
Florida: J. Flower for the frontier settlements in the Mississippi 
state ; and Benjamin Davis for the coloured people in New Orleans. 
This last appointment was made in consideration of the poor in this 
city, who manifest a disposition to receive the word with gladness ; 
for a number of them are truly pious. Whilst missionary exertions 
are making for the Asiatics, and aboriginal Americans, the poor 
Africans in our country, who bear the heat and burden of the day, 
should not be neglected. It truly requires the wisdom of the ser- 
pent, blended with the harmlessness of the dove, to teach this wretch- 
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ed race of human beings! But we feel a confidence in the prudence 
and zeal of our brother appointed to the work. He has a faculty 
for teaching the blacks; and should the city corporation yield a 
favourable countenance to the undertaking, I hope it may soon 
pa oon that the poor of New Orleans have the gospel preached 
0 them. 

The Society having attributed a great share of their success to 

the agency of your missionary, agreed to remit the sum which was 
appropriated for his use by the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. 
I therefore inclose to you a check on a bank in Philadelphia, for 
Jive hundred dollars. 
_ I hope the employment of domestic missionaries will never dimin- 
ish your treasury, but rather replenish it. Permit me to tender my 
very grateful acknowledgments to the Board for the seasonable 
supplies they have given, which enabled me to make a decided stand 
i the midst of the strong hold of Satan, and to preach among the 
gentiles of Louisiana the unsearchable riches of Christ. Although 
I could not maintain my first position in the city of New Orleans, 
©n account of its expensiveness, yet 1 am persuaded I could not oc- 
cupy a more important missionary ground in the state, and one 
which promises more immediate and general usefulness as respects 
the mission, than the present station. [am happy to say that the 
prospects, as relates to my future support, are such as to supersede 
the necessity of the continued patronage of the Board. I have rea- 
son to expect that the generosity of the people whom I serve in the 
the gospel, will enable me still to give myself wholly to the work of 
the ministry. Your patronage therefore may, and will, I hope, be 
extended to another in my place. Not that I wish to withdraw 
from the delightful services of the Board, or shake off the pleasing 
responsibility of the mission. No, I wish still to be the missionary, 
and still to act under the advice and auspices of the Board, at least 
so far as to maintain an intimate connexion with that honour- 
able body. . 

This letter must soon close for the mail. In my next F will en- 
deavour to give farther information concerning this country, &c. &c. 
There are thousands around us starving for the word of life. Seve- 
ral important stations are ready for the reception of Missionaries. 
With affectionate importunity I would solicit the attention of the 
Board to be directed this way. O send us help, that we may lift 
up a standard for the people in the name of the Lord of hosts! We 
want at least six missionaries, whose lips are touched with a Live coal, 
whose hearts are sanctified with the love of God, whose bowels yearn 
for the salvation of men; whose fortitude and piety can resist the 
temptations of filthy lucre ; and, in a word, whose abilities may be 
competent for the defence of the gospel among ingenious and learn- 
ed infidels, and before powerful adversaries of the doctrines of the 
cross. Aid suchin their commencement, send them out under your 
patronage, and in a short time they may remunerate the Board by 


returning the loan with good interest. 
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It is expensive to live in this country. The enormous price of 
cotton raises every thing else to its par. House rent and the hire 
of servants are remarkably high. And in these two articles there 
is but little difference between this place and New Orleans. 

Such is the state of society, that it appears unquestionably a duty 
fncumbent to pay some attention to the education of the young. 
And although the whole of my time, strength, and abilities, are re- 
quired for the ministry of the word, yet I shall be obliged, by the 
united petitions of the people, to give a small portion of it to the 
instruction of their children. They wish me, however, merely to su- 
perintend an academy, and employ other teachers, able to sustain the 
laborious functions of the school. This plan should, in my humble 
opinion, be recommended to all our missionaries to the west, as the 
religious education of children is of the highest importance, and 
will probably contribute, in a very great degree, to the acceptation 
of the gospel among a heterogeneous mass, which has been collect+ 
ed from the four quarters of the globe. 

May the God of missions prosper and succeed your pious labours 
to send the gospel among all the nations of the earth, 


—_—— 
FROM THE AMERICAN BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 
Extract of a Letter from Rev. J. M. Peck, dated St. Lous, Missis- 
sippi Territory, June 15, 1818. 

Of the constitution of the Baptist church in St. Louis, and our ef- 
forts to erect a place of werdkip, you have already been apprised. 
Our little church has begun to increase. Three persons have been 
baptized, and three added by letter. Of these, two were baptized the 
first Sabbath in April. One is a respectable mulatto, a convert, and 
who proves to be very useful in the church, He is our chief assis- 
tant in the Sabbath School. When no one else is present, he is not 
only capable of taking charge of the whole school, but exhorts and 
prays with acceptance to the scholars. 

Were I to speak only of the advantages of learning to read, and the 
temporal good of this unhappy race, with the progress that some have 
made, much might be said—But this is far from being our chief ob- 
ject. From the first beginning we let it be understood, that religious 
instruction would be our primary object, To prevent any difficul- 
ty, slaves were required to bring certificates from their masters, though 
we did not wish to confine ourselves to this rule in every instance, 
By this prudential measure, the approbation of many citizens of the 
first respectability was secured.—F'rom the number of 14, which ate 
tended the first day, the school soon increased till nearly one hun- 
dred were on the register at one period, Some of these have made 
astonishing proficiency since their attendance. Several who com- 
menced in the alphabet, which they partially knew, are now begin- 
ing to read the Bible. One girl, who could read a little when she 
commenced, has, in the space of five weeks, committed to memory 
the Lord’s prayer, and several other pieces of prose, together with 
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a hundred and twenty lines of poetry. A man, about 30 years of 
age, besides his task at labour, found leisure, in one week, to commit 
23 questions and answers in the Assembly’s Catechism. So eager 
are some of these poor mortals to learn, that they will work the hard- 
er through the day, that they may gain time to read in the evening. 
A few instances of negligence and backwardness to learn has ap- 
peared, but not one of improper behaviour while at school. 

As I before observed, religious instruction is our primary object. 
A most happy opportunity is presented while in school, not only for 
private conversation, but for public exhortation, prayer, and praise, 
which is always attended. At those times every countenance is so- 
lemn, and the.tears running down their sable faces is sufficient proof 
of the sensibility of their minds. I have often thought, while exhort- 
ing and instructing these immortals, who seemed to catch every word 
that was spoken, that 1 would not exchange this station for the high- 
est honour this world can give. Several have already become hopefully 
pious, and others are inquiring—Reading a part of the Report of 
the Boston Sabbath School affected them very much ; especially 
the account of those who have been converted by the means of Sab- 


bath Schools. 
a 


Extracts from the First Report of the National Institution for the 
education of Deaf and Dumb Children of the poor in Ireland, 
Established May 18, 1816. 


Amipst the affluence and variety of Public Charities, which 
have long distinguished the Capital of Ireland, it cannot but be 
deemed extraordinary, that no Asylum, nor means of Instruction 
had been provided for the indigent Deaf and Dumb, until the last 
year ; when, through the exertions of a few individuals, an institu- 
tion for these purposes was formed, to which the attention of their 
fellow-countrymen is now earnestly invited. 

The difficulties and discouragements with which this Infant Es- 
tablishment has had to struggle, will, it is hoped, recommend it to 
beneficent regard, not less power fully than the liberal patronage 
which it has received from his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
from several highly distinguished persons, and especially from the 
Governors of the House i Industry. 

Hitherto, in this country, the unfortunate individuals among the 
lower classes, who are separated from commerce with their fellow- 
creatures, by the want of hearing and speech, have been left to neg- 
lect, as merely pitiable specimens of hopeless infirmity. Whilst our 
neighbours, i in, England and Scotland, have been vying with each 
other in Proy incial and National Establishments for the Deaf and 
Dumb ; whilst France, in the midst of her troubles, was engaged in 
rearing one.of the most perfect Schools for these purposes which 
Europe has _ yet. witnessed ; whilst benighted Spain has for more 
than a century cherished Instructors for the like i interesting objects ; 
Ireland was still tardy and reluctant to join her services in this 
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common cause of benevolence.* The public, however, will have 
pleasure in learning that so important a work of charity has been 
lately begun; and the original subscribers to this Institution will 
be gratified to hear, that its success, though on a very limited scale, 
has surpassed the expectations of its founders. 

A prejudice has strangely obtained, not only amongst the vulgar, 
but the higher orders, that persons born deaf, and consequently 
dumb, are capable of little more than animal training. No opinion 
is more ill founded. ‘The general principle of compensation, so 
discernible in the various arrangements of Providence, is in no in- 
stances more remarkable, than in those of persons deprived of cer- 
tain organs of external sense. The intelligence and vivacity of 
blind persons are familiarly observed. ‘The extraordinary acute- 
ness of their sense of touch, and the judgments they learn to form 
of the distance and magnitude of the solid objects around them, are 
facts too frequently exemplified, perhaps, to excite the attention 
which they deserve. But when we are informed of a blind bota- 
nist, who discovers not only the forms, but the colours of plants, by 
the sensibility of his tongue, surprise is created, although the fact it- 
self is strictly analagous to those which daily experience exhibits 
in the improved faculties of other organs. 

It is hardly to be expected, however, that those who are accus- 
tomed to judge of the exercises of the mind, through the medium 
of language alone, should form a just conception of the intellectual 
capacities of the Deaf and Dumb. The cultivated uses and alert- 
ness of their sense of vision, improved by early habits of reliance 
on its information, and associated with almost every mental process, 
lay open avenues of instruction, which even the philosopher ex- 
plores with wonder and pleasure. ‘The examples are numerous, in 
which instruction through the organs of sight has redeemed Deaf 
and Dumb persons, of a teachable age, from the lowest degradation, 
to very high intellectual-attainment. One instance of this kind may 
be cited.—Massieu, a pupil of the Abbé Sicard, was born a peasant, 
in the neighbourhood of Bordeaux. His youth had been spent en- 
tirely in the mechanical employment of tending a flock; without 
any attempt having been made to cultivate his reason. At the age 
of sixteen, when the Abbé took him into his school, he was strictly 
‘“‘a man of the woods, untinctured with any habits but such as were 
merely animal ; astonished and terrified at every thing. His clouded 
and inexpressive countenance ; his doubtful and shifting eye; 
his silly and suspicious air; all seemed to announce, that Massieu 
was incapable of any instruction. But it was not long till he began 
to inspire his teacher with the most flattering hopes.” —After he had 
made a certain progress in the cultivation of language, (which was 
taught him in the figurative manner adapted to his apprehension,) 
the Abbé required of him one day a definition of Time. It is @ 


* There are about twenty-five Institutions in Europe for the Education of 
the Deaf and Dumb. 
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line, he replied, which has two ends ; a path which begins at the cra- 

dle, and terminates in the grave. To the question, What is Eterni- 

ty? he replied, It 1s a day without yesterday or to-morrow ; a line 

which has no end. The Abbé inquired of him, What is Revolution 

in a state? He answered, It ts a tree, whose roots usurp the place of 

its trunk.—-What do you understand by gratitude? resumed the Ab- 

bé; Gratitude, said his pupil, is the memory of the heart,—When 

the existence and attributes of God were disclosed to Massieu, he 
| cried, with an enthusiasm which would have done honour to the ge- 
: nius and piety of Newton. A! let me go to my father, to my moth- 
er, to my brothes, to tell them that thereis a God; they know it not, 
—That he afterwards acquired very just notions of the Governor of ; ' 
the Universe, may be proved by his answer to the question propo- 
sed to him by Sir James Mackintosh ; Does God reason? After 
some consideration, he replied, Man reasons because he daubts ; he 
deliberates, he decides : God is omniscient, he knows all things, he ne- 
ver doubts ; he therefore never reasons, 

Even in the still more deplorable case of children horn Deaf, and 
Dumb, and Blind, intellectual culture is by no means _ precluded. 
An instance of this kind is recorded by Mr. Dugald Stewart, in the 
Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh ; on which that 
writer makes the following just and philosophical remarks. “ So- 
litary as Mitchell (the subject of his narratiye) is, in the midst of . 
society, and confined in his intercourse with the material world 
within the narrowest conceivable limits; what a contrast does he 
exhibit—in those rudiments of a rational and improveable nature, 
which we may trace even in his childish occupations and pastimes, 
and more particularly in that stock of knowledge, scanty as it is, 
which he has been prompted to acquire, by the impulse of his own 
spontaneous curiosity ;—to the most sagacious of the lower animals, 
though surrounded with all the arts of civilized man, and in the ful- 
lest possession of all the powers of external perception !” 
It were needless to multiply examples, in proof of the capacity for 

mental acquisition, which may exist in persons destitute of those fa- 
culties by which oral communicatian is received and practised. 
But the process, by which the other senses are brought to perform 
the vicarious offices of informing the mind, is highly interesting. If ‘ 
the individual retains the organ of sight, the external world presents 
to him, on every side, the occasions of thought, and the means of 
instruction. The classification of natural and artificial works, their 
structure, ceconomy, and uses, are, in most cases, demonstrable to 
the sight and touch. ‘The acquisition of the written characters of 
language, which is the grand resource of those who are cut off from 
its oral uses, is likewise attainable by the same faculties. The pro- 
cess is indeed slow and laborious, in a degree that is little suspected 
by those who have studied only the modes of instructing children in 
ordinary circumstances. But the principles, upon which it is con- 
ducted, are no less certain and definite; and the results, in many 
hundred cases, have long since banished all distrust of their efficien- 
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cy. When the ear is closed, and the eye becomes the chief medium 
ef communication with the mind, the language first addressed to it 
must be that of pictures or of figurative signs. By degrees literal 
or arbitrary signs are substituted. Alphabetical language, however, 
is not taught in the usual way of analysis, (except when the pupil 
is learning to articulate or to write,) but in the compound form of 
words, which are exhibited to the eye as symbols of things. After 
a while, the sentiments felt in the breast of the pupil, or excited by 
gesture and mimic representation, are interpreted to his eye by writ- 
ten words, expressive of them in ordinary language. ‘Thence by 
degrees the use of characters is extended, from persons and things, 
to moral ideas ; from individuals, to their generic representatives ; and 
by an easy transition, from passive to active significations. It is 
thus, in brief, that the pupil acquires an instrument of communication 
with those around him, of searching out all the treasures of natural 
and moral knowledge, and of transporting himself beyond the nar- 
row sphere to which he had otherwise been permanently doomed. 

But the developement of the pupil’s understanding, great as the 
benefit must be accounted, is yet subordinate to the further object of 
improving his heart and life. ‘To acquaint him with the great truths 
of Religion ; to open to him the pages of the gospel ; and to enlist 
him as a disciple of Christ, are the grand purposes of his educa- 
tion. And whose heart does not kindle at the bare suggestion of 
rescuing such unfortunate beings, from the depths of more than hea- 
then darkness, to the glorious light of gospel truth—from a sleep 
of carnal ignorance, to a life of spiritual joy and peace? Lightly 
as the blessing of Christianity may be esteemed by some, let them 
but be asked if they will consent to have it entirely snatched out of 
their reach ; so that in sickness, in sorrow, and in death, they shall 
derive no comfort from its promises: and then they will appreciate 
the loss which their miserable Deaf and Dumb fellow-creatures in- 
voluntary sustain. 

— 


Tenth Number of Monthly Extracts from the Correspondence of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 


From a Correspondent at Valenciennes. 


March 2, 1818. 

A Danisu soldier (once in the British service) wrote some time 
since for some religious books. I sent him three Testaments, in va- 
rious languages. Some time afterwards he came over from his can- 
tonments, (10 miles distant,) with several of his comrades, and ear- 
nestly besought me, in the name of his Regiment, (which, from its 
having newly arrived in the country, to succeed one which was re- 
moved, had not partaken of the British and Foreign Bible Society’s 
previous bounty,) to furnish them with the Scriptures. In conse- 
quence, I loaded them with 22 Danish Testaments, 20 German ditto, 
and one German Bible. With these, which I bestowed gratuitously, 


in the Society’s name, (the soldiers having nothing wherewith to 
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pay,) they thankfully departed. The letter I have inclosed was for- 
warded to me a few days after the receipt of the books. 


From the Letter of the Danish Soldier, referred to in the preceding 
communication. 
Bouchain, February 23, 1818. 

In contemplating the favours you have rendered me, and the rest 
of my countrymen, I beg leave, on their, and my own account, to offer 
our sincerest and warmest thanks. Nothing, 1 can solemnly assure 
you, has ever had a greater or better effect towards our souls’ sal- 
vation, than the Books you so generously bestowed upon us. I pre- 
sented a Book to our Major, and to a Captain of our company, who 
likewise return their sincere and humble thanks. We hope the Al- 
mighty Father above will forever bless you and your honoured family ; 
and for ever shall our prayers and thanks ascend to heaven for your 
kindness. Happy should we be, to give out of our trifling pay 


(which is five sols per day) what you might demand, if we could 
obtain a few Bibles in Danish or German. 


—— 

From the Proceedings at the Fifth Anniversary of the Colombo Auxi- 
liary Bible Society, respecting the extraordinary honours conferred 
upon a Native, for his diligence and fidelity in translating the Holy 
Scriptures. 


Colombo, August 3, 1817. 

A MESSAGE was received from His Excellency the Governor, sig- 
nifying his extreme regret at being prevented, by severe illness, from 
attending the Anniversary Meeting, and being present when the well 
deserved honours of a Modeliar* of the Gate are conferred upon Don 
Abraham de Thomas. 

The second and fourth Maha Modeliar, several other Modeliars, 
and the Mohandiram, Don Abraham de Thomas, are introduced, 
and a Memorandum is read and translated, in which His Excellency 
the Governor declares, that the high rank of a Modeliar of the Gate 
is bestowed upon Don Abraham, for his eminent abilities, exerted 
with such indefatigable perseverance, for five years, in translating the 
Scripfiires.—A singular merit snotlikely to be pleaded again in favour 
of an extraordinary promotion.—The Honourable John Rodney, 
Chief Secretary to Government, then invests the Mohandiram, Don 
Abraham de Thomas, with the Sword and belt of a Modeliar, which 
are put upon him by the second Maha Modeliar, Abraham de 
Saram. . 

Don Abraham de Thomas is the son of Thomas Apohamay, who 
was settled in Saffragam, where he married the granddaughter of Mu- 
nisinga Modeliar, who had a grant of the village of Gulgumme from 
the King of Sitewaca. 

When Don Abraham was only ten years old, he was intrusted to 
the care of a Buddhu Priest, who took him to his Temple at Matura, 
where the young scholar was instructed in the Cingalese, Ellou, Pali, 
and Sanscrit, by some of the most learned men of the time. He 


‘ Captain of the Body Guard. 
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put on the yellow robe of priesthood, and at the age of twenty he 
went to Kandy, where, on account of his proficiency in literature, 
he was received with distinguished honours by the Chief Priest of 
Buddhu, and by theKing. From Kandy he returned to Matura : but 
in the year 1808 he came to Colombo, and attended Mr. Doyly, as 
a Cingalese teacher. 

The present second Maha Modeliar, Abraham de Saram, was also 
one of his pupils, and from him he took the name of Abraham, at 
his baptism in the Dutch Church ; for he soon renounced the super- 
stitions of his heathen priesthood, and became a Christian. Mr. W. 
Tolfrey had recourse to his help in the study of Ellou, Pali, and 
Sanscrit ; and when the translation was begun, Don Abraham was 
his continual assistant.—Soon after this work commenced he was 
made a Mohandiram of the Gate ; and at length, in consequence of 
the warm recommendations left by the late Mr. W. 'Tolfrey, and con- 
firmed by the present superintendents of the translation, as well as by 
the Committee of the Bible Society, he was appointed a Modeliar of 
the Governor’s Gate.—This is one of the highest honours that can 
be conferred on a Native, and it has been amply deserved by the 
learning and zeal which he has displayed in carrying on the trans- 
lation of the Scriptures with so much perseverance, in the midst of 
suffering, and interruption from bad health. 

‘rom the Appendix to the Fifth Report of that Society. 

Waite the Report was in the press, notice was received ofa very 
considerable present from the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions. This gift of no less than 500 Spanish Dollars, 
announced in a letter from the Rev. Daniel Poor, Secretary to the 
American Mission in this island, confirms our ability to’ meet the 
current expenses of the year: and it is most highly gratifying to re- 
ceive such a proof that our exertions are known and valued in a dis- 
tant country, under an independent government. Too much of 
hostile enmity has of late rankled between nations springing from 
the same old English stock.—It is an auspicious sign, when a Board 
of American Commissioners unites with an English Society to propa- 
gate the Gospel in an Asiatic Island. May the true spirit of that re- 
ligion of peace and good-will, which we both profess, influence the 
public councils, and private feelings, in America and Great Britain, 
which are still too nearly related, to enter into hostilities, without 
some mixture of that animosity which seldom fails to taint the charac-~ 
ter of a civil war! 

—=_—— 
RHODE-ISLAND BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Rhode-Island Bible Society was 
held in Providence, on the 3d of September. 

The following is an extract from the Report :— 

The Board of Trustees, in their communication for the last year, - 
represented that their attention had been principally occupied in 
providing for the wants of the destitute in this State. ‘To this the 
Board had been more particularly led, in consequence of the 
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original lan of the Institution, and to prevent, if possible, an appli- 
cation of any of its funds to any object contrary to the object of the 
donors. It was therein stated, that Bibles and Testaments had 
been forwarded and deposited in most towns if the State, for dis- 
tribution ; and that strong reasons were entertained for believing, 
that the wants of the poor in every town had been in some good 
measure supplied, either from this, or other Societies, in the ad- 
joining States. During the past year, the attention of the Board 

as been directed to the same object, with the hope of rendering it 
more effectual. Being deeply impressed with the conviction, that 
so long as both the exertions and pecuniary resources of the Insti- 
tution were particularly devoted to the wants of our own citizens, 
no relaxation should be permitted, or expense spared, until with 
truth it might be said, the spiritual wants of the poor are supplied— 
none are known to inhabit the State who have not in their posses- 
sion the word of life. 

The Trustees have, since the last annual meeting, purchased 656 
Bibles, and 361 Testaments, which, added to those heretofore pur- 
chased, make an aggregate of 3088 Bibles, and 771 Testaments, of 
which 276 Bibles and 114 Testaments remain undistributed. 

oe 
Extract from the Fourth Annual Report of the Female Auxiliary 
Bible Society of Baltimore, read April 6th, 1818. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a statement of the trans- 
actions of the Society during the past year, find, upon examining 
the records, that 105 large, and 130 small Bibles have been pur- 
chased and distributed in the city, and through the surrounding 
country. ° 

At an early period of the year, a communication was received 
from the American Bible Society, soliciting aid towards purchasing 
several sets of types for their use. .' The Board were of opinion that 
the state of their funds would not at that time allow them to render 
any assistance. Since then, however, they have been enabled to 
remit them a donation of $250, the receipt of which has been ack- 
nowledged by their Secretary for Domestic Correspondence. 

For a particular account of the expenses incident to this Society, 
we refer our subscribers and friends to the Treasurer’s account. 

The amgunt received, during the year, for annual contributions, 
donations, &c. is - - - - ~ $898 624 

The amount expended, in the same time, - 612 36 


—— 
SABBATH SCHOOL SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the Annual Report of the Newburyport Sabbath 
School and Tract Society. August, 1818. 

About ten months sinee, a few individuals, feeling an interest in 
the welfare of the rising generation, and a desire to promote their 
spiritual improvement; stimulated by the example of those pious 
and benevolent persons in other places whose exertions have been 
crowned with so much success; were induced to attempt some- 
thing of the kind in this place. 
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Accordingly, a Society was formed, and on the 5th day of Oc- 
tober last the school was opened. 

The number of scholars who have attended the school has va- 
ried from three hundred and fifty, to six hundred and fifty. The 
average number in fair weather, has been upwards of four hundred 
and fifty. The number of teachers usually employed, is not far 
from siaty. 

In the operation of this _— your Committee are happy to ob- 
serve a laudable spirit of emulation excited among the youth of 
both sexes, from which they anticipate an important result. They 
have beheld, with a degree of pleasure, the progress of a system 
which calls into exercise all the energies of these youthful minds ; 
giving expansion to the intellect, and useful employment for all the 
noble faculties with which their Creator has endowed them. The 
holy Scriptures, which alone are able to make us wise unto salva- 
tion, are continually resorted to, as an inexhaustible fountain from 
whence to select their lessons; and from the same source, the 
teachers find the means of enforcing and explaining them. And it 
is with much satisfaction we have seen the dear youth bringing 
every resource of their minds into exercise, in committing their 
lessons to memory, and in producing Scriptural answers to the 
questions te oem by their teachers. In these exercises some 
have manifested a peculiar facility in committing their lessons, and 
a surprising aptitude in applying the most appropriate texts of Scrip- 
ture in proof of their answers to questions ; which have at once exhib- 
ited an uncommonly retentive memory, and an extraordinary ma- 
turity of understanding for children of their years. And here your 
Committee cannot forbear to remark, that the attention of parents 
and guardians, in many instances, in aiding their teachers, and en- 
deavouring to lighten their burdens by a co-operation with them 
in their labours, and rendering suitable assistance at home, has en- 
titled them to the respect and gratitude of the Society. 

Among the numerous instances of peculiar improvement which 
have been noticed in their several reports, the Committee have se- 
lected a few for the information of the Society. Two of the scho- 
lars, aged 14 years, who have attended most of the time since the 
commencement of the school, had (as reported in June last) each 
of them committed to memory fifteen hundred and fifiy-nine verses 
in the Bible, in addition to their other-lessons, in which they were 
likewise distinguished. Another, aged 13, had committed ‘in the 
same period, fifteen hundred and seventy-five verses. Another who 
did not commence so early by six weeks, nine hundred and fifty- 
#wo verses. Another, aged 14, who had attended twelve Sabbaths 
only, had recited seven hundred and ninety-four verses. Another, 
aged 13, in the same period, five hundred and sixteen verses ; and 
another, aged 11 years, who had attended but eleven Sabbaths, sir 
hundred and sixty-five verses. Many others have distinguished 
themselves as well by their facility in committing their lessons to 
memory, as by their ingenuity in finding appropriate Scripture 
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proofs of the particular doctrines and sentiments proposed for their 
consideration. The few which have been selected, your Committee 
presume will be sufficient to convey some correct idea of the at- 
tention of the scholars. It has, however, been an important trait 
in the system of the teachers, as a general rule, by no mé@ans to 
overburden the minds of the youth with long lessons, but on the 
contrary, to permit them to learn and recite no more than could be 
explained and enforced by the teachers, in such a manner as should 
tend to their real and spiritual improvement. 

‘Though your Committee have to lament that so little fruit of 
their labours has as yet appeared, still they are not without encou- 
ragement. On this subject they forbear to be particular. Suf- 
fice it to say, that they have seen the young and tender mind 
brought to a solemn stand: awakened to some sense of the situa- 
tion of a sinner unreconciled to God; and asking, with anxious so- 
licitude, ‘‘ what shall I do to be saved?” They have seen the thought- 
less youth become attentive; and those that had known little of 
God, brought to feel (for the moment at least) that religion is 
the one thing needful. It is true that instances of this kind have 
been few: but your Committee are encouraged to hope, that these 
are the precursors of greater things, and that God will yet own and 
bless the institution; and open the hearts of the dear youth to re- 
ceive the truth as it is in Jesus. And surely, the restoration of one 
soul from the thraldom of sin to the liberty of the Gospel, would 
amply repay the labours of a whole life of self-denial in the cause 
of Jesus. 

As to the government of the school, it may be remarked, that the 
whole system is that of affection and love. The “ uplifted rod, and 
angry voice,” are never heard. Gentle persuasion and mild re- 
monstrances alone are depended on as the means of restraint; and 
when these fail, the teacher’s duty, as to the individual, seems to 
be at an end. He may indeed lament over his pupil, and com- 
mend him to God; and there he must leave him, subject to no 
other discipline than the reproaches of his own conscience, with 
the humble hope, that through the mercy of God, that bread which 


has been cast upon the waters, shall be found after many days. 
— 


RELIGIOUS TRACTS. 
From a Person occupied on the River Thames. 
London, June 30th, 1817. 

A rew weeks ago I was informed by a friend, that there was 
much good going forward among the sailors on board the colliers 
in the river; that they had prayer meetings almost every evening 
in the week, which were very well attended ; and that all who were 
disposed to attend were summoned by a blue flag, at the main top 
gallant mast head, on which was inscribed, in large letters, the sig- 
nificant motto, Bethel ; that it was generally hoisted at twelve o’clock 
in the day, and, at the hour of meeting, (about seven in the evening, ) 
it was very gratifying to see boats, with seamen from different ships 
proceeding to the “ House of Prayer.” It gave me much pleasure 
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to hear the account; and, as my business lies among the Shipping, 
I determined, the first opportunity I had, to ascertain the truth of it. 

On Thursday afternoon I had occasion to go down the river, 
and, in the midst of a number of colliers, saw the signal, and rowed 
silently alongside. ‘The quarter-deck was covered with an awning, 
and one of the sailors was engaged in prayer; on his concluding, 
another immediately began. Their expressions of gratitude for 
mercies received, and sorrow on account of the depravity of their 
hearts ; their humble trust on a crucified Jesus for salvation, and 
prayer for each other that they might be kept from the evil of the 
world ; and all the temptations‘to which they were exposed, evidently 
showed that they had set their faces Zion-ward. On the conclusion 
of the second prayer they sang a hymn; one gave the benediction, 
and they began to separate. | immediately went upon deck, and said 
to the captain, I hoped he would excuse the intrusion of a stranger, 
who had been alongside a short time, and was happy to hear them 
so well, and, I hoped, so profitably engaged. He replied, there was 
no occasion for any apology, as they were all rejoiced when any 
one came from the shore to their meeting, as it encouraged and help- 
ed on, and he begged I would come, the following evening, on board 
the H ; “ And,” said he, “ if you could procure us some Tracts, 
we should be very much obliged—we are much in want of some, and 
they are the means of doing a deal of good.” | asked him how 
long they had had these social meetings, and he said about eight 
months; he also told me, there were seven ships in the trade, in which 
there is regular family devotion, every morning and evening, at sea 
and in harbour, and he hoped much good would accrue from it, On 
leaving the ship, I promised, if possible, to be with them on Friday, 
and bring them some Tracts. I accordingly went, having got a sup- 
ply from the Depository, and took Mrs. P. and my son with me. 
On delivering the parcel to Capt. W., he expressed his gratitude in 
such terms, that, if any of your Committee had been on board, 
think it would have done their hearts good. He was not long before 
he set to work, in the distribution of a part to those honest tars who 
had by this time arrived, with a few spare ones to distribute among 
their shipmates, who could not, or perhaps had not inclination to 
come. The pleasure with which they were received will not soon be 
forgotten by me. The mate of the H told me yesterday, that the 
people sat up on the half-deck till near midnight, reading them. 

At a quarter past seven the people were all called on the quarter- 
deck, when the service began by singing a hymn, and then prayer ; 
and so, alternately, till nine o’clock, when the meeting concluded. 
There were about thirty present ; of whom about nine or ten en- 
gaged. ‘Two or three were captains, the others mates and seamen ; 
and, I do assure you, it is very long since I enjoyed such a pleasant 
opportunity. Their fervent prayers at the throne of grace, for the 
‘* strangers, whom nothing but Christian love could have induced 
‘to come and visit a parcel of poor sailors,” was truly affecting. 
The place was truly a Bethel ; and I think it could be said by all 
present, “It was good to be here.” Before we left the ship we had 
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many more expressions of gratitude for the Tracts, and a unanimous 
wish that we should repeat our visits, and also bring some pious 
friends with us. 

I think that these poor Sailors ought to be encouraged by us on 
shore, and that they will be very active and useful distributors of 
those silent preachers, Religious Tracts ; and if the Committee would 
grant some, I should be happy in helping to “‘ cast their bread upon 
the waters ;” the good effects of which will, doubtless, be found 
after many days. 

—— 
AGAINST DUELLING. 
From the Lexington, (Ken.) Monitor. 

The citizens of Lexington consider it a duty, imperiously requir- 
ed of them by recent events in this place, to express their senti- 
ments relative to personal rencounters between citizens in a san- 
guinary manner; thereby to prevent similar occurrences; being 
unequivocally of opinion, that no circumstances can arise between 
our citizens, where their honour might not be better sustained by 
a reference to the deliberate opinion of a few judicious and pacific 
men, than by an appeal to deadly combat. 

We hereby pledge ourselves to discountenance, by all means in 
our power, such meetings; and do hereby declare, that it is our 
mature and decided opinion, that it will evidence more magnani- 
mity in thus submitting any difference that may arise between indi- 
viduals, to such men to decide, as justice may require ; and more 
completely preserve the honour of the individual, than a resort to 
arms, which makes no discrimination between innocence and guilt, 
and which is often occasioned by a want of correct understanding, 
between the parties, of the cause of complaint; angry passions 
hastening on to an issue, when explanations could reconcile. 

[ Signed ye Trotter, and 84 others, the most respectable 
Citizens of ington. | 

——— 
ANECDOTE OF WHITEFIELD. 

I would give a hundred guineas, said the famous Garrick, on his 
return from hearing Whitefield preach, could I pronounce the in- 
terjection Oh! as I heard him pronounce it. 

Whitefield, it appears, in his early youth, was much attaehed to 
the theatre, and had his attachment continued, his matchless pow- 
ers of action and elocution without doubt would have rivalled) even 
Garrick’s fame: but in due time his mind received a different im- 

ulse, and his talents were devoted to the service of his Redeemer. 
fnto his sermons, says one, he threw such a sublime and vehement 
eloquence that folly and wickedness were often alarmed as by the 
assault of a tempest; and the great cause of truth and religion, so 
languid in the hands of many of its advocates, assumed in his ad- 
ministrations an inimitable urgency. On being asked by a friend, 
why he was so opposed to the theatre, he replied, I have the best 
reason in the world for my opposition ; the theatre had nearly ruined 
my soul.—Raleigh Star. 





